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Artworks 2026 – general information 
Our vision: “Artworks exists to promote understanding and appreciation of visual arts in East Anglia” 
Our mission: “Our selected membership of 28 professional East Anglian artists create new and original works which are exhibited at our annual exhibition at Blackthorpe Barn.”

Artworks is a well regarded group of about 28 East Anglian artists who present an annual two week exhibition in September in Blackthorpe Barn, nr Bury St Edmunds.  The exhibition, now in its 26th year has an excellent record of good sales and a keen and supportive following. The group also supports a school's programme and raises money for an annual charity. 

The exhibition is held in a remarkable 16th Century thatched barn with a recently established and very successful café. The barn is just off the A14 and there is ample free parking.
Every year Artworks invites 2D and 3D artists to apply as guest artists for 2 temporary places and to replace any members who are taking a sabbatical or leaving the group.
Artworks can offer successful applicants:

· A two week (includes 3 weekends) exhibition with an excellent record of sales. 
· An individual wall space of about 5 metres for 2D or about 15 square metres for 3D, to display your work. 
· The opportunity of displaying and selling additional work in the Artworks shop run during the exhibition.
· Public exposure of your work to about 2,500-3,000 visitors, including 300-350 at the Private View.  
· The opportunity to discuss any new work with a supportive art group of 25 years.
· Support from a group mentor. 
· Promotion on the Artworks website and inclusion in any exhibition marketing material.
Applicants will be expected to commit fully to the following: 
· Provide electronic images and copy about your work for exhibition and publicity information.
· Arrange your own work on hanging day, i.e on the Thursday before the exhibition and help set up the exhibition. Take down your work and help close the exhibition on the last day.
· Attend the private view evening on the Friday before the exhibition opens and help run the Private View for about one hour each.
· Be available to steward for 3 full days (9.30am – 4.30pm) including possible Saturdays and/or Sundays, during the exhibition.  
· Commit to two group meetings: April in Blackthorpe Barn, July in Botesdale nr Diss.
· Provide a 15cm x 15cm mini piece of art for our annual charity prize draw. 
Please be aware the three stewarding days include helping run the sales desk or taking part in Artworks daily 'Meet the artist'.  If a member/guest member cannot do their share of stewarding, we are happy to find a replacement at the artist's cost.  If there is an emergency then we will provide stewarding cover.

All 3D exhibition work must be displayed on plinths provided by the artist. 

· Artworks reserves the right to not exhibit work or to rehang work if not hung to Artworks guidelines. 

·  Work submitted for the shop should be of a quality consistent with the exhibition and reflect the artist’s displayed work.  Artworks does not exhibit or sell offset or inkjet reproduction prints of original hand made work. 

· All work displayed in the exhibition must be new to Artworks and available for sale.
Please note, artists are responsible for their own insurance in case of theft, loss or damage during the exhibition including work displayed in the shop.
Information about applying
Artworks members are looking for talented, enthusiastic artists with a professional body of work and experience of exhibiting and promoting their work. We welcome applicants from all contemporary media . Success at the selection meeting means one year as a ‘guest artist’, after which artists may re-apply to be considered as guest artists again or to apply as full members. If applying for membership, please note, Artworks is a co-operative and as such we need members who are willing and able to take responsibility to help run the exhibition. 
There is an annual membership fee of £125 for accepted guest artists and all full members. Commission is 20% on any work sold at the exhibition, including in the shop, and any work sold subsequently, for a one-month period, as a direct consequence of being seen at Artworks.

Your work
Artworks members are looking for a cohesive body of current work, demonstrating the applicant's own personal and dedicated line of enquiry, please note they are not looking for a range of skills and approaches.
All applicants are invited to bring a small selection of their work to the selection meeting. This should comprise 4 to 5 pieces and be representative of your recent work, i.e. executed in the last two years.  To support your presentation, you may include a professional resume or CV, working portfolio/sketchbooks or photographs. If presenting 2D work, 3 to 4 pieces should be framed.
If presenting film or conceptual art, please discuss your preferred presentation of work with Eileen Revett.

Your exhibits should be in the medium/media, which, should you be selected for guest membership, you would exhibit in the next Artworks exhibition. i.e. if you are selected for your wonderful, exquisite miniatures, it is not permissible to suddenly include your fantastic, abstract sculptures.  However, if you wish, there are opportunities at the group meetings to discuss including your fantastic, abstract sculptures.
Please understand, if your work, however good, is considered to be too similar to an existing member's, it may not be selected for that reason.
Applicant's work is selected by all current members of the group based on the quality and content of the work. There are no interviews, work only needs to be delivered, laid out on a table and then collected 3 hrs later.
All 3D exhibition work must be displayed on plinths provided by the artist. Artworks reserves the right to not exhibit work or to rehang work if not hung to Artworks guidelines.  Work submitted for the shop should be of a quality consistent with the exhibition and reflect the artist’s displayed work.  Artworks does not exhibit or sell offset or inkjet reproduction prints of original hand made work. 
Please note, artists are responsible for their own insurance in case of theft, loss or damage during the exhibition including work displayed in the shop.
The application deadline is 21st February 2026
The selection meeting is 9.30am Saturday 7th March 2026 in Botesdale Village Hall, Botesdale, Diss IP22 1DD. 
Any problems please ring Eileen Revett 07761 531931 or Gillian Crossley-Holland 07715 370121
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